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Preface 

Before I start pushing my principles on you I want to provide some background 

for this work in a larger context. My name is Marq Robinson. I am a creative 

entrepreneur based in Los Angeles, CA. I am not a billionaire, millionaire, or even a 

thousandaire. In fact, as of writing the fourth edition of this book I have only just reached 

profitability with my first business. I do not bring this up to discredit the principles that 

follow, though I am sure it will for some of you. Instead, I want to suggest that the advice 

being passed on in these pages is not just a collection of aphorisms from a guy that’s 

been rich for 50 years. Each of the points offered come from the trials and errors of my 

own first hand experience –an experience that is likely more similar to yours than that of 

Bill Gates, or Jay Z.  

I first began exploring personal finance for myself in 2016. At 22, I was in 

crippling debt, had low income wages, and was struggling to get on my feet in every 

other sense. It seemed like all the worst parts of life were being thrown at me at once 

and when everything bottomed out I had no choice, but to make changes. Guided by a 

mentor and consistent research, I took back control of my life, bootstrapping it together 

one step at a time. By changing my behavior and outlook, I ultimately changed the 

direction of my finances and put my money in a better position to work for me. The 

topics explored in this book originally began as a series of articles to help me retain 

what I learned and try to inform others. Now in its fourth edition, Money Seeds: 7 Steps 

To Grow Your Money Tree has become a living collection of my own thoughts and 

strategies combined with the knowledge taken away from continued personal research. 

 



 

For those that continue reading, I hope this guide gives you a few new tools if not an 

entirely new perspective. It is my intent that this edition and all of the ones to follow will 

be a useful resource in your journey to grow wealth. 

 

I welcome any discussion or critiques inspired by the text. Please email me at 

marq@gogrowmoney.com 
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Introduction 

This is the fourth edition of Money Seeds: 7 Steps To Grow Your Money Tree. 

The content of these pages outline several key points in becoming financially 

independent, with the help of a simple metaphor relating it to the growth of a mighty 

tree. It has been my experience that this comparison helps visualize the connection of 

each piece of the puzzle as it relates to the whole. The seed, roots, stem, branches, 

etc… serve different functions but are not completely independent of one another in the 

same way that your income, emergency reserve, free capital reserve, and business are 

separate yet tied. Moreover, a parallel of a tree’s growth cycle and that of a person’s 

wealth can be drawn to illustrate the sequential nature of this process. Seed, soil, and 

water must be cultivated and maintained before roots can grow. The roots preempt the 

stem and the stem preempts the branches and so on. Even without the comparison, it 

should be easy to see that knowledge, income, and environment, impact the ability to 

save which in turn affects the ability to grow financially and branch out into business. 

The brief metaphors and lessons provided at the beginning of each chapter and 

referred to throughout the text support this theme up to its limitations. In this current 

edition, the framing does not lend itself to much commentary on the proper use of debt 

or the impact personal development has on your financial journey. Given the context of 

the narrative, however, debt can be seen as similar to a weed in the garden and the 

person tending to the plant assumes the role of the gardener. Consider the following 

points on these subjects. 
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Debt, such as loans, credits cards, installments plans etc... are not inherently bad 

financial tools. It is the use and subsequent repayment method that determines the 

overall impact. Debt is considered good if the funds are used to finance a startup, asset, 

or business expansion that can generate revenue to pay off the balance. Bad debt is 

debt owed on liabilities like cars, vacations, living expenses etc... because it ultimately 

decreases your net worth with no potential upside. Having some debt will not ruin your 

finances overnight, much like how the presence of weeds will not destroy a garden 

overnight. Both take time to root and grow before they really start draining resources 

and if caught early you will save yourself a lot of trouble down the line. If managed 

properly, you can leverage high cost opportunities on someone else's dime, but that is 

not generally advised for creating wealth from scratch. Use this tool at your own risk. 

Personal development is mentioned briefly in the beginning as a means to gain 

mental clarity for financial goals and physical clarity with relationships and surroundings, 

but the work does not begin or stop there. As a gardener, (read a person looking to 

grow wealth) you must also keep your house in order. This means applying the same 

level of maintenance, attention, and care to your internal growth as you would to your 

financial growth. It has been said many times that money does not change people, it 

only heightens their true qualities. You would be wise to refine those qualities during the 

journey, rather than after. In fact, you might even be surprised and find some existing 

personality traits are preventing you from progressing to the next level financially or vice 

versa. Wealth creation is important, but not so important that you neglect building 

character. The two should grow hand in hand. 
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As mentioned above, a more detailed exploration of these topics is currently 

outside of the scope of this book, but we must acknowledge that they play a significant 

role in the matter. Debt can be used as a tool for financial support and quick capital, but 

can also crop up and drain your resources if unattended. Personal development calls for 

internal housekeeping and accountability and is just as important if not more important 

than monetary development because it has further reaching implications for your 

finances and overall life. Keep these ideas in mind as you progress through the rest of 

the book. 
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Chapter One: Soil 

○ Metaphor: Some climates are easy to flourish in; while others require more finesse 

to sustain life.The soil is your surrounding environment: home, office, and mental 

health.  

○ Lesson: Your current environment does not predetermine your growth, but how you 

respond to it will. Cultivate clarity and purpose so that your seed can thrive. 

 

Knowing where you are from has the ability to hinder your lifestyle or empower 

you to exceed expectations. Most often too many individuals succumb to the former 

outcome and never reach their true potential. Taking control of your perspective and 

cultivating a group of peers with the same state of mind will not only encourage you to 

take the first steps beyond your humble surroundings, it will also increase the likelihood 

that you succeed in the long run. Before any progress is made, however, one must ask 

themselves “Where is it that I want to be?” This larger question is essential because you 

can not reach a destination or goal without first defining it. 

Let’s take a second and do some inventory on your life and circumstances. 

What’s your job title? How many books have you read this year?  How much do you 

make annually? Do you have a family? Do you own your home? Are you up to date on 

your bills? Do you have any money saved? Moreover, where are you currently in life? 

What raw talent do you have? What skills have you developed? Once you have 

answered those questions truthfully, ask yourself what your goals are for the same set 

of categories then assess the difference. Chances are if you are reading this book then 
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there will be great distance between these two answers, but that’s ok because now you 

have a target and with that target in mind you can begin aligning yourself mentally and 

physically. 

Aligning your mentality with your aspirations means visualizing your objectives 

clearly and understanding the steps and challenges keeping you from that goal. Fixing 

your intentions on a task allows you to navigate through the distractions that don’t serve 

you. For instance, when you gps a location, the path is direct a to b. There may be 

alternative routes available but your directions ultimately remain clear of unnecessary 

details. Imagine now that the destination is a set dollar amount or college fund rather 

than a fixed location; it should not be that hard to think of how distracting it would be to 

have constant interference from alternative purchases as this is how things already are! 

You’ll never achieve financial clarity if you don’t have mental clarity. 

Writing a to-do list daily helps develop this clarity over time, by organizing and 

tracking your smaller efforts each day. If you know what you did and didn’t do 

yesterday, you can better identify the goals you need to set for today and tomorrow. 

Forecasting your larger milestones three months and six months in advance will give 

you certainty and ultimately provide a target for your smaller tasks. If you are having 

trouble defining your long term goals think about the smaller tasks and how they can 

compound overtime. For instance, if you read one hour each day you can estimate the 

total amount of books you could read by the end of the month –3 months etc.. The 

opposite technique also works. Starting with a longer term goal you reduce the timeline 

to define incremental tasks. Going back to the book example. If your longer term goal 

5 



was to read six books over six months, you could establish reading one book a month 

or x amount of chapters each week. In the case that you cannot identify short term or 

long term goals for yourself, seek reference from leaders in your prospective industry, 

what did they do to get where they are? 

 Aligning yourself physically is essential to the process as well. Physical clarity 

can be described as removing obstacles like people, dead end jobs and other external 

factors inhibiting your path to success. With each of these obstacles you run the risk of 

slowing your overall progress and corrupting your mind which in turn further disrupts the 

process. Mental clarity allows you to spot these obstacles easily and position yourself 

well enough to move around them virtually undeterred. In addition, once the internal and 

external negativity have been removed from your world, you are all the more open to 

positive impact and financial growth. 

Establishing a community or group with shared interests physically aligns you 

with like minded individuals and creates a sense of belonging and accountability. The 

in-person/real-world element can vary as it will likely be easier to find support groups 

online. Think of physical alignment in terms of community rather than location. While 

these social forces are not explicitly physical, their nature can push and pull on our 

productivity and workflow. Another option is to engage your current inner circles and 

clue them in on your goals. They just might be excited to help you stay on track! 

These ideas are not one off solutions. Instead, you should strive to make them 

rituals in your life. Check in with yourself annually, monthly, weekly, and daily, to stay 

the course or realign yourself when needed. Check in with your surroundings on the 
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same schedule. Ask yourself, have you found peers or communities that affirm who you 

are and support who you want to be? Practice this often and not only will you see 

yourself benefit from the clarity, but you will also become a support for those around you 

doing the work themselves. 

 

Consider This: 

How many people have you come across in life that showed true potential and 

promise only to discover they never quite hit their prime or peaked shortly after? What 

about the alternative; people who seemingly had no potential and yet managed to 

achieve far more success than expected? What can be said of these two outcomes? Of 

course this is an oversimplification, but each result can be tied to how the person either 

cultivated their environment or let the environment cultivate them. Again we can 

acknowledge the complexity of life and understand there are many factors in play that 

shape a person’s path. We cannot, however, discount the power of purpose and clarity 

as it relates to personal achievement. 

 

Thought Experiments To Cultivate Your Soil 

● Envision your fully realized life. Describe what you have and what you do. How 

many of these things work to add value to your net-worth over time? How many 

of these things only add value to your image? 

7 



● List your 10 closest acquaintances and their goals and passions or lack thereof. 

Does this align with where you are headed? How do they help or hinder your 

progress? 

● List the pros and cons of your current employer. Are you receiving more value 

than being lost? Does the job put you on track for long term goals? 

● Beyond work and finance list 5 other areas of your life that can be improved. Are 

you actively working to better yourself in all aspects of life? 
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Chapter Two: Seeds 

● Metaphor: No matter how much potential the seed holds without the proper soil and 

nourishment nothing would ever grow from it. The seed is your income, nurture it 

and watch a mighty oak grow. 

● Lesson: Income is useless if put in the wrong setting without proper care. 

Preserving the value and stability of your primary income source allows you to 

properly nourish its potential over time. 

 

Your income is your seed, with this you have the choice to cast it across the 

capitalistic landscape with little to no discretion or you can plant the seed with intent to 

prosper in the future. Use your new mental clarity to go through your spending habits 

with a fine tooth comb. Once you have determined your habits you can work on refining 

them to leave more of the money behind for yourself. At the same time you should 

come up with a savings plan that works to your benefit, but does not exhaust your 

finances. The process trains the mind to consider saving first rather than spending first. 

By doing so, late payments, overdue balances and debt should become worries of the 

past. This is financial clarity. 

Before you begin to save actively, you must take account of how much you 

spend. In most cases, chiseling off $5 here and there on each purchase you make will 

not only keep more of your money in house, it will also relieve yourself of the burden 

you would otherwise feel when putting money aside. To start this process you should 

first create a budget template for yourself that you can add to and monitor in real time. 
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Create categories for recurring expenses like cellphone, gas, rent, etc. and leave room 

for line item incidentals you didn’t plan for. In fact, there are numerous apps and 

banking services available online to help with this. Monitor your habits for at least one 

month before making any changes. 

After a month or so it should become clear which expenses you will need to pull 

back on and which expenses can be eliminated altogether. Now it’s time to change your 

habits or at the very least negotiate the best deal for your habits. Your “harmless” vices 

like smoking or drinking might cost you an extra $200 a month and limit your progress in 

more than one way! On another note, it may seem more advantageous to opt-in for 

small service charges at $5, $10, $15, per month, due to a world that’s more 

subscription based. Be cautious, however, one or two of these may not affect cash flow 

immediately, but in the event of an economic downturn, a series of small recurring 

charges can cause overdrafts, or simply deplete your cash flow over time.  Weigh the 

pros and cons to see if billing annually makes more sense for your goals. Once those 

smaller purchases are reigned in, set your sights on the larger non-negotiable monthly 

expenses like cell phone, internet, car insurance etc... It helps if you research other 

carriers to know the best deals. While you won’t be able to eliminate these altogether 

you can try adjusting your plan to best suit your needs and your wallet. 

Managing your monthly living costs deserves special attention because these 

cumulative expenses directly impact your saving and investment timeline. You can get 

ahead by a large margin with a high salary position, but without intentional planning you 

run the same risk of financial instability. Consider two situations; one where a person 
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makes $1000/mo with $200 in expenses and another where someone who makes 

$4000/mo with $3750 in expenses. Who’s in the better position to save an emergency 

fund quickly? Saving in principle is less about how much you can make and more about 

how much money you can keep once all of the bills have been paid.  

In the first chapter, we discussed clearing your mind and your path of negative 

and otherwise obstructive elements that skew your mission and purpose. In this stage 

you must remove the harmful aspects of your expenses to cultivate room for that seed 

(read income) to take root. Limiting your spending does limit the types of enjoyment you 

can have, but the sacrifice will ultimately take you to a higher level of stability, a better 

source of pleasure. With more of your income intact you can now start actively saving 

for your future. 

 

Consider This: 

Throughout history there have been many cases of people achieving “wealth” 

almost overnight through “luck” or career promotion only to lose it all after the money 

dries up or they overleverage themselves. How is it that someone making lump sums or 

even a steady salary ends up in financial disarray? Easy poor money management; 

they likely did not protect their seeds much less plant them for harvest. I suggest you 

safeguard every seed you get with purpose and mission then nourish it with new skills 

and knowledge. 
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Thought Experiments To Shelter Your Seed 

● Take your average income for one month and divide by 30 days. How much are 

you generating daily? Take your average expenses over one month and do the 

same. How much are you spending each day? Work to minimize your daily 

expenses. 

● Cut out one luxury expense for the month. How much money does that save long 

term? 
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Chapter Three: Water 

○ Metaphor: Water activates the seed’s stored potential and is a source of 

nourishment for the plant. Without it the seed won’t grow now matter how fertile the 

soil or hearty the seed. The water represents knowledge and information, learning 

enhances the capacity for wealth to grow. 

○ Lesson: Remaining open to new ideas will keep you open to growth and new 

sources of income. 

 

As you develop the habits necessary to regulate your income you must continue 

educating yourself in key areas like personal finance, current business news and trends, 

new technologies, and other areas of interest. These subjects are important for a few 

reasons. Personal finance tools will give you new takes on saving and preserving your 

wealth. Business news and new technologies are less on the nose for personal 

application at this stage, nonetheless it is still important to know where the economy is 

headed and what new opportunities are being made possible through advancements in 

tech. Furthermore, staying sharp on your personal interests can lead you to new skills, 

opportunities, and outlooks that you might not have otherwise seen. In short, stay open 

to new ways of thinking by exposing yourself to new source material and experiences 

–always be learning! The best part is there’s more than one way to make it happen. 

Reading often helps strengthen mental capacity, develop connections in the 

brain, and retain new information. Top executives and moguls are known to read almost 

incessantly. Challenge yourself to read at least one book a month with the added 
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intention of doing some reading each day. By exposing your mind to new ideas through 

literature and articles you can broaden your mental horizons and expand your 

knowledge from the comfort of your own home or office. Podcasts and audiobooks are 

also great sources of information that you can engage with almost anywhere.  

Another approach to learning and personal development is acquiring new skills 

or hobbies. Regardless of the skills being learned, there are certain vocabulary, 

techniques, and even histories to be absorbed before you can engage adequately. This 

onboarding process in turn forces you to create new connections in your brain and 

visualize differently as you integrate that information. For instance, in the case of the 

skateboarder, not only does he learn to ollie, but in doing so he develops his ability to 

balance, and establishes a foundation for other tricks to be built off. An increased ability 

in the right field can directly increase your personal value as you now bring more to the 

table. 

Being in a constant state of learning keeps your mentality sharp, your mind open, 

and skills defined. On top of this, consistently learning through research and skill 

building shifts your mentality to be proactive and resourceful across a variety of 

subjects. This quality helps overall when problem solving familiar and unfamiliar 

situations. You should also develop an increased understanding of value for certain 

objects, ideas, and services. This understanding can help with curbing your expenses in 

the long run as you redefine what value you want to have in your life. In addition, by 

developing new abilities and knowledge you can effectively do more in house with your 

own two hands and have better grounds to mitigate purchases. Lastly, knowing when 
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opportunities are undervalued puts you in a position to exploit them for your own 

benefit. Staying open to new ideas and opportunities means staying open to new 

sources of income. 

 

Consider This: 

How far do you think you would have made it in life if you stopped learning in 

elementary school? What about high school? College? How much further could you 

make it in life if you stopped learning today? Answer –probably not much farther. All 

growth requires learning. The degree of your mental, physical, and financial abilities are 

bound by the amount of knowledge you can access directly or indirectly on the subject. 

If you know better you can do better and the only way to know better is to learn. 

 

Thought Experiments To Unlock Your Water Source 

● Who are 5 icons or high performers that you look up to? Have they produced any 

informational content that you could learn from? Do they have a personal 

newsletter? 

● Join social groups online and offline to actively discuss topics of interests. What 

sources do they recommend? 

● Find 3 blogs or websites that you can check frequently for tips and news. 
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Chapter Four: Roots 

● Metaphor: Roots growing from the seed, ground the tree where it stands and 

ensures that it will not be moved by the elements or other influences around it. This 

is your emergency fund; you’ll want to develop your roots to withstand the toughest 

of setbacks, obstacles, and inclement circumstances. Only then will you be fit to 

reach toward new heights. 

● Lesson: The deeper your roots the higher you can reach. If your ambitions get away 

from you and you fail, you will want to have a safety net to cushion the landing. 

 

In chapter 2 we discussed monitoring your expenses and budgeting properly as a 

means of passive saving. Building from the basic principle of retaining more of your 

income, we can now take a step further and start developing your monetary foundation 

with specific goals and actions. To this end, you must save actively as if it were another 

fixed expense. Another factor outside of the realm of saving comes job security. During 

the period of preparation and building your foundation you should stabilize your income 

as much as possible. Both of these techniques will prove fruitful over time and pay off 

with a hearty emergency fund and eventually, start up capital! 

Unlike passive saving, active saving requires more diligence and intent. Rather 

than preventing yourself from incurring high expenses you should now treat savings as 

if it were a fixed expense in your budget. There are a couple ways to do this.  
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1. Pay yourself first by saving 10% of each check you receive immediately. 

2. Pay yourself daily by saving $10 dollars each day. 

3. Transfer lump sum on a fixed date each month. 

 

Regardless of the method you employ, start by opening a saving account with your 

current bank to allow for easy transfers, then move funds from your primary account at 

set intervals. Adjust the rates per your income and financial risk level. The principle 

should, however, always remain the same –pay yourself! That in mind, one must also 

take extra precaution to not spend the money saved on useless goods –all money in, no 

money out! Given some time to accrue, these savings will be a buffer on emergency 

expenses that your primary budget hadn’t accounted for. 

As your reserves grow it will be tempting to leave the rat race early and strike up 

a business, but that would be ill advised. Maintaining your primary source of income is 

most important during this phase because any fluctuation of money can lead to the 

exhaustion of your savings account which puts you back at square one. Rather than risk 

your limited capital on entrepreneurship or investments, your best move would be to 

double down on work, taking more hours and increasing the revenue stream to build up 

two reserves of cash: your emergency expense fund and your emergency buffer. 

While these do not have to be separate accounts the numbers for emergency 

fund and emergency buffer should be thought of independently. The emergency 

expense fund should be the total of your most basic living expenses ( rent, food, 

transportation, etc..) multiplied by three. Covering your expenses three times over gives 

17 



you three months of security in the event you are laid off or face unforeseen 

circumstances that would lead to being unemployed or docked income. If you have cash 

on hand you will not have the added pressures of taking loans from family members or 

even worse, banks. Once you’ve saved your emergency expense fund, you will then 

work to establish an emergency buffer. This number can be defined by the individual but 

it is recommended to have at least $2000. This additional money serves to prevent the 

use of your emergency expense fund and acts as a first line of defense for large 

expenses like: car repairs, home maintenance, and other fixes that can’t be covered by 

your primary income. 

If you do have to dip into your emergency funds, be sure the reason is justified 

and commit to returning the money before spending other funds leisurely. Developing 

this habit further establishes the importance of the fund and keeps you covered for the 

next emergency. Also, consider that this is how credit cards and other loans work; if you 

can’t be trusted to pay yourself back in a timely manner would you do the same to a 

lender? Once you have the financial stability gained from a hearty emergency savings 

and a buffer, you can start to make strides toward a second stream of income without 

exposing yourself to much risk. 

 

Consider This: 

How many people have you known that seem to have no problem paying for 

trips, high fashion, and other luxuries and yet easily get thrown off course financially 

when random expenses occur? Logic would suggest they are not strapped for cash and 
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do not have an issue putting money aside. Instead, the money is being allocated for 

short term value and the person later suffers the consequences when there is no 

reserve. If you have never had a lot of money, it can be easy to get caught up in the 

idea that you can get it back quickly or do it just this once. Do not fall into this trap as it 

can lead to a false sense of wealth and get you caught in a debt cycle unnecessarily. 

 

Thought Experiments To Root Yourself 

● Speed test how long you take to save and keep $500.00. 

● How much money can you actively save each day? How does that compound 

over time? 

● Check your soil. Have any weeds or parasites appeared? Is your goal and 

purpose clearly defined each day and beyond? 

● What ways can you invest in yourself? 
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Chapter Five: Stem 

○ Metaphor: With time and care the plant stem can finally break out from the soil and 

stretch upward to the light. With the support of the roots and consistent watering, the 

stem strengthens. 

○ Lesson:  Your stem is free capital, or money separate from your emergency fund. 

With these two intact you’ll have the freedom and stability to branch out toward other 

sources of income. 

 

Once your roots are established you can move beyond emergency funds and 

start saving free capital. In this case it's best to set up a separate account to 

differentiate the two and discourage spending in excess. By sticking to active and 

passive saving, you will develop yet another money reserve and with this, you can set 

your sights on investing and entrepreneurship with less risk to your core stability. At this 

point you should be armed with a stable job, a few established resources for finance tips 

and news, a developing set of skills, and a robust emergency fund to back you up.  

Let’s define free capital as any and all money held in addition to your emergency 

fund. Set a benchmark number for this number in preparation for the next step which is 

investing. If you have a business idea or investment in mind, calculate the principal 

costs then multiply by three. Again generating triple the amount of what you need 

serves as a point of security for your investment in the event of additional fees, and 

unforeseen costs which often occur when exploring new territory. Implement another 

active saving strategy to grow this fund; hopefully, now that you’ve established a few 
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thousand dollars in your emergency fund you can build your free capital at a quicker 

rate without experiencing many financial hiccups. 

Deep research and furthering your education become all the more crucial at this 

point. Agan, knowledge is power. It does not make any sense to go into a field ill 

informed if there are resources available. Study your markets. During the saving and 

preparation stage, challenge yourself to reimagine the potential investment used in the 

calculation above an operation with a lower start up cost and higher margin. If it's not 

possible you may want to consider a project that's smaller in scale like a side hustle that 

makes use of your skills. 

Side hustles provide a great opportunity to make small bits of income and gain 

experience for larger operations. These are most effective when they don’t require 

much upfront funding and cost only in terms of time. This is key to minimizing the 

financial risk. A few great examples would be graphic design, creating resumes and 

helping someone with their social media. In the process, you will acquire essential 

business skills like, sales, marketing, branding, and customer service. In addition, a 

successful side hustle could grow into a full business, if optimized over time.  

As your capital reserves grow stronger so might the temptation to spend, be it for 

leisure or business. In either case, practice diligence with strong research and critical 

thinking to find the best value and opportunity as well as limit frivolous spending. 

Moreover you’ll want to focus yourself on a single investment idea that you think will be 

fruitful and not reach for too many at once. Rather than go in the wallet first, take your 

time understanding the market or industry. In some cases, you’ll find a critical flaw in 
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your thinking or that some ideas just don’t work as well. Better to find this out in theory 

than lose your mind and your savings trying to get blood from a stone. 

 

Consider This: 

You have done your work up to this point, saved your emergency fund, and go 

straight into investing or building your business using your emergency reserves to get 

going. You take on start up costs and other expenses with the hope of hacking your way 

to profitability. After some time, you have spent a few thousand dollars only to realize 

the idea is not profitable and you cut your losses. Your emergency fund is depleted with 

no new source of income coming in. Was that time and money well spent? 

 

Thought Experiments To Strengthen Your Stem 

● What’s the most money you could stand to invest at once without dipping into a 

saving reserve or borrowing? What would that amount realistically cover? How 

quick is the projected return on investment? 

● Research businesses and entrepreneurs you’re interested in. How long did it 

take them to become profitable and how much funding did they have up front? 

● Are you maintaining a consistent saving pattern or has it plateaued as the 

amount increased? 

● Find a course online to expand your knowledge and skill in an area of interest? 
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Chapter Six: Branches 

○ Metaphor: The branches of a tree capitalize on position and reach to maximize the 

chance of receiving light from the sun on it’s leaves. Use this as a metaphor for your 

business endeavors. When branching out you must consider your position and the 

likelihood of bearing leaves and fruit. 

○ Lesson: As your monies mature and you find yourself in a position to take 

advantage of an opportunity don’t jump on the first train moving because you can. 

Know your options and move deliberately. 

 

Now that you have a start up capital fund, you can start branching out figuratively 

and literally with your money tree. One method would be to launch an ecommerce site 

to buy products wholesale and generate profit from each transaction. Providing a 

service is another route one could take. Moreover, if you are particularly knowledgeable 

about businesses and economies then you may want to pursue trading stocks or 

equities. Ultimately, you should pick an option that best capitalizes on your abilities and 

knowledge. Nonetheless, whichever path you choose you will have the supporting funds 

to leverage your efforts. 

Selling a ready-made product, self-producing, or even selling second-hand goods 

can be an easy method to create an additional source of income as long as you stick to 

this one principle –buy low and sell high. With ecommerce giants like Amazon, Alibaba, 

and Ebay, finding wholesale products can be a breeze. Not to mention, with your 

reserve of capital you’ll have more buying power which can in turn drive the price per 
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unit down significantly and increase your chance for profit. With drop shipping you don’t 

even have to hold inventory at your location you just facilitate the orders online. While it 

may sound like a no brainer in theory, there are risks associated with this path that vary 

per the product and your ability to market it well. If you decide to self produce, be sure 

to keep track of the cost of materials and time to set your price appropriately. In all 

cases, take precautions to understand the industry and your competitors. The product 

has a better chance of success if you can fit in with the market and maintain a unique 

advantage. 

Providing a service can be equally if not more profitable at a small scale. If you 

have been developing yourself up to this point, you may have some marketable skills to 

put to use. Either way, having the free capital reserve will allow you to purchase the 

training or equipment necessary to get started and provide services at scale. With this 

route however, you must take extra care to understand the full cost to start accepting 

clients, completing the service for the clients, and maintaining the business in lieu of 

clients. Furthermore you will want to be aware of the longevity of your particular service 

industry if you plan to scale up the business. Will this market thrive for years to come or 

is it being replaced by newer practices and technologies? What’s the max demand you 

can expect for the service monthly? 

In both products and services, success often comes down to three things – 

research, skill, and marketing with regards to the specific industry. The importance of 

research can’t be understated here. Knowledge informs decision making and protects 

your investment from simple miscalculations and full on pipe dreams. It also develops 
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your value in the form of skills that you can monetize through service or integrate into a 

functional product. Good marketing aligns your product or service with an audience and 

invites them to experience what you offer. That said, it would be a disservice to dive into 

a new industry only based on the premise that it is “easy money.” More than likely this 

will lead to burn out as your quick buck turns into an extended headache. A better 

course of action would be to review your skills and capacities honestly, explore the 

potential market for each, and move with the one that excites you the most. The passion 

is what pushes you over the hump when the chips are down! 

Alternatively to providing a product or service you can put your money to work by 

investing in stocks or bonds. Unlike products and services where there is a direct 

exchange of value with each transaction, equities increase in value based on the 

performance of the entity you invest in. Simply put, your stock is worth a percentage of 

the company (or portfolio in the case of mutual funds and etfs) and if the company does 

well the stock does well. Keep in mind the opposite is also true; if the company does 

poorly so will the stock. The advantage lies in the ability to put up a fixed amount and 

potentially get a return without any additional direct action on your part. Of the three 

options listed here so far, however, this one could be most volatile when it comes to risk 

and reward. 

On the one hand, you can make medium and large investments into the bonds 

market with a fixed yield after maturation. On the other hand, you can place your money 

in an ETF or mutual fund in the hopes that the brokers trading for the fund can beat the 

market and get a higher return on your investment. Another approach is purchasing 
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individual shares of a company and managing your portfolio solely based on your own 

research. Each of these options has a different level of risk attached to it. In the worst 

cases, you may see funds devalued overnight. The measured approach to investing 

would be a combination of all three. In any case, do extensive research when putting 

money into the stock market whether or not you decide to purchase managed equities 

or individual stocks. Don’t trade to lose, but you should be willing to take a loss on any 

money you put into the system.  

When deciding on the strategies described above compare the overall return of 

investments (roi) of each alternative along with the estimated rate of return for the 

amount of money that you plan to start with. Products and services have more costs 

and variables to enter the market on top of labor and time constraints, but the rate of 

return is often much faster than that of the stock market if the idea proves profitable. In 

the case with the stock market, however, the only cost of entry is the price of the stock 

and sometimes a small commision fee, but this comparatively inexpexpensive 

investment may take years to be worth much more than you paid, especially if you are 

buying shares in smaller amounts. 

These ideas are just a few key ways to make your saved money work for you. As 

discussed earlier, the best foot forward when starting out is to extend your reach into an 

area that you are most knowledgeable and comfortable with. This approach not only 

prevents loss of interest, but more importantly loss of capital. The second factor to 

consider is ROI and rate of the return. In time, if your first endeavor proves to be 

profitable, you can reinvest in the operation by creating a self funded reserve for your 
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business. Do this and expand the reach of your business without depleting the free 

capital reserves. Now you can work on another branch independent of the other! 

 

Consider This: 

You have $10,000 saved up and three of your buddies come to you with pitch 

ideas for a new business. The first has a complete presentation, data, notes, and a 

prototype. The second one has a really good hunch and a few links from google. The 

third friend has nothing more than a premise. You can divy up the cash however you 

like. What do you do? Odds are you’d be more willing to partner up with the first friend 

because it’s been thought out and taken care of. Keep this in mind with regards to your 

business ideas. If they are under-developed and poorly thought out your risk goes up! 

Use any and all resources available to guarantee a win from the start. 

 

Thought Experiments To Extend Your Branches 

● Create a business plan for your investments as though you were looking for 

funding. Show your trusted peers. Are they convinced of the vision? Do they 

want to get involved and invest? 

● Forecast how much money you’ll stand to lose monthly if your business stops or 

fails to generate sales. How long would this be sustainable? Could the money 

and time be used more efficiently? 

● Review financials monthly/quarterly and consider the benefits and drawbacks to 

reinvesting in your business versus stockpiling a rainy day fund. 
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Chapter Seven: Leaves 

○ Metaphor:  The leaves provide more nourishment and resources for the tree 

allowing it to grow stronger and reach further. Leaves are your profits, position your 

opportunities well and you will see them flourish 

 

● Lesson: When done right, branching out with one new source of revenue then many 

can provide financial security for the rest of the system. The profits earned get 

allocated down through the branches and eventually the roots rather than the other 

way around. This is true freedom. 

 

As you start to get returns on your first projects, continue saving and planning in 

the same manner that led you to this point. Put aside a percentage of your profits to 

your emergency fund and free capital reserve. Repeating these steps will guarantee 

your savings never dry out and strengthen your core finances as you move into 

additional projects that expose you to more risk. Furthermore, after going through this 

cycle once or a few times, you may actually be in a position to leave the rat race of 

being employed and focus solely on your revenue streams. This could mean, 

maintaining current revenue levels, increasing the existing ones, or creating more 

sources of income. It’s your choice! 

If you have followed these guidelines closely up to this point, saving should be 

easy, making it second natural for you to put the money you make from business back 

into your reserves. The next step in this line of thought would be to set a new goal for 
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your business or a new source of income. One option could simply be applying new 

marketing and advertising strategies to your existing product or service or even 

developing a complimentary service or product for your existing revenue stream. You 

could also diversify income by developing a stream of revenue in a different industry. 

Again, be discerning in this choice and do your research to limit the mismanagement of 

time and effort in your existing projects. 

With multiple sources of income coming in, the pressures of working for an 

employer become irrelevant. When done properly, you can move from supplementing 

your employment income, to relying less on a job, to not needing a job at all and 

surviving solely on your revenue streams. Most would consider this the final step of 

financial stability as your well being is no longer dependent on income from an 

employer. Use ultimate caution when leaving a stable job for self employment! Some 

recommended to have 2 years worth of expenses set aside in your emergency fund 

before taking the leap.  

You can also consider creating a rewards fund at this point in the journey. Small 

personal rewards like vacations, phone upgrades and other commodities are to be 

expected along the way, but preferably kept to a minimum while developing your 

financial stability. When you have your money working for you and earn in excess you 

can apply the same saving practices to aim for larger rewards such as cars, homes, and 

international travel. Establish another account to prevent the use of emergency funds or 

business funds. You should always consider these expenses separate matters. 
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Reaching this point of the journey will take some time and discipline, but with 

patience and consistency you will undoubtedly get to a level where your efforts start to 

pay off. The biggest benefit of them all is peace of mind for yourself and your family. 

With the burden of finances gone, you can pursue activities that bring you joy with no 

hesitation and march to the beat of your own drum. Most importantly, you will be a 

source of stability for those around you and provide a real path and an example for 

them to achieve similar goals. 

 

Consider This:  

How many times have you taken a shortcut or easy way out on a task only to 

discover an issue that leads to twice as much work? How often have you paid for poor 

service and been disappointed then realized it's much cheaper and quicker to learn the 

proper technique and do it for yourself? With each successful life hack, you can 

disproportionately set yourself up for either more work or more costs down the road. 

You will be better served in your path to financial stability if you do the work as it comes 

and don’t get ahead of yourself. Get rich quick schemes and multi-level marketing plans 

are almost always too good to be true. Taking out debt to fund a business partnership 

on a whim will not likely give you an immediate return. Move with clarity, knowledge, 

and purpose and in time all of your financial goals can be accomplished without 

retracing many steps. 

 

 

30 



Thought Experiments To Protect Your Tree 

● Take stock again of where you are in life financially. How healthy is your money 

tree? Is it self sustaining? Has it grown proportionally? Keep caution to maintain 

your financial stability over time. While it is much harder to topple a mighty tree it 

is not impossible. 
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Conclusion 

Growing a money tree from a small seed doesn’t happen overnight. It requires 

active maintenance and cultivation long before it sprouts or can thrive on its own and 

stand the test of time. Starting with your relationships, mental wellness, and physical 

environments, you must first establish surroundings and habits that protect your income 

as much as possible and facilitate growth. By protecting the seed, you gain the ability to 

root yourself with savings and build up cash for business and investments. This process 

puts you in a position to branch out with one money making operation and eventually 

another. Keep in mind, each of these steps is a progression of the one before and will 

have its own timeline and set of challenges. As long as you continue to learn, save, and 

maintain your funds while branching out, you will eventually end up with a thriving and 

self-sustaining money tree. 
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